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was  evident, Pelham  added,  that  Portland  received  private
reports from members of the Irish Cabinet.1

'The hue and cry has been raised in London/ wrote
Abercromby,' by letters from hence, and has been carried on, as
I hear, principally by that immaculate character. Lord Auck-
land.3 2 This information seems to have been quite true, and
the part which Auckland played at this time was an extremely
mischievous one. Having been, when Mr. Eden, Chief Secretary,
under Lord Carlisle, he had formed Irish connections, and was
in close correspondence with Clare, Beresford, and Cooke, the
men who had taken the chief part in producing the recall of
Lord Fitzwilliam, and who were the centre of nearly every-
thing that was reactionary and tyrannical in Irish government.
Auckland was intimate with Pitt, and through his intervention
these men had a constant channel of communication with Pitt,
independently of the Lord Lieutenant and Chief Secretary.
They were at this time busily intriguing against Aber-
crornby. Clare especially wrote furiously about 'the peevish
indiscretion of Sir Ralph Abercromby's orders,' declared that
c he must have lost his senses,7 and that it was ' provoking that
the critical situation in which we stand made it ineligible to
resent his intemperance as it merited,' and he added, in charac-
teristic phraseology, that c if Lord Moira had not retracted his
charges against the Irish army, . . . this Scotch beast certainly
would have given him strong grounds to stand upon.3 3

The letter of the Duke of Portland to which Pelham
refers, was written on March 11. In it Portland expresses his
astonishment at the general order ascribed to Abercromby,
about the conduct of the army; asks whether it is genuine, and
declares that it is considered a great triumph for'Lord Moira's
party over that of the Chancellor, and that the Irish in London
inferred from it that the loyalists were abandoned to ruin.4

Camden was evidently perplexed. He thought it right to
communicate the substance of Portland's despatch to Aber-
cromby, and he was himself exceedingly annoyed at the pub-
lication of the orders, but he was also extremely anxious that
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